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or portion of the placenta, titillation of the cervix by the
finger, frictions on the belly, the application of cold to this
part, or the administration of ergot of rye.
After conception the uterus changes in form to adapt itself
to the foetus during its development. In the mare, cow, and
sheep, when there is but one foetus, it is contained in the
body and one cornu (usually the right). These portions of the
uterus accordingly become enlarged and oblong or globular,
while the other cornu is relatively smaller and contracted,
and looks a mere appendage. Occasionally the foetus develops
transversely in the two horns. In multiparous animals like
the sow and carnivora, the foetuses are distributed uniformly
in both horns, and these become enlarged over the fetuses,
so that they present alternate dilatations and constrictions.
Usually the number of foetuses in each horn is equal. In
these species also no foetuses develop in the body of the
uterus, and it is not until parturition commences that the
foetus passes backwards into the latter.
During pregnancy the os is firmly closed and filled with
a plug of thick, adherent glutinous matter. The cervix of
the uterus widens at the termination of gestation, and looses
its constriction as well as its longitudinal mucous folds. Its
texture becomes gradually soft and elastic, it diminishes in
length, and projects only slightly into the vagina. At a late
period, indeed, it appears as a mere ring separating the uterus
from the vagina, and is sometimes a little open.
The increase in size and volume of the uterus causes it to
change its position during pregnancy. At first the body of
the uterus is contained in the pelvis. Later in the mare the
uterus gradually displaces the pelvic flexure of the double
colon, and passes forwards below that viscus, towards and
beyond the umbilicus, to rest on the floor of the abdomen in
proximity to the diaphragm, stomach, and liver, near the
termination of pregnancy. In its development it is situated
chiefly in the middle line of the body, slightly inclining to the
left, because of the fixed portion of the colon and coecum in
the right flank.
In ruminants the gravid uterus passes into the abdomen,
and extends between the right sac of the rumen and the
abdominal wall. In multiparous animals, in which the young